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' By FULTON LEWIS JR

‘\EW YORK, Feb: 261 ha\e
" heen privileged, at ong last, 10.
. sit down'in conforénce.with the
pmwlent of the ¥ree Europe:
¢ Cornmittee, Lieut. Gen, VVJ‘]]]lb Dd
1ber T “Fefived, and 1
‘%&%‘ﬁ S raoTe. ef(pc\mcmed ]
.'-ldVJSOIS from the Free Europe!
» hoard of directors and - 1he~
i Crusade for Freedon, < 4
" It was a continuous 4Jour
‘%and 20-minute session qumg
Lwhich the’ gentkmen were very i
Z‘*ﬂordlal and solicitous, dl*hough§
£ am frankly dubious as to what: i
vas accomplished; if anything. ,‘3
', © I still have no satisfactory j
. understanding of the purpose ! 1
; and objectives of the Fr oe-
" Europe . project, ‘beyond .the}
" stated capsulism by one. of the’ ?,
directors that “we -just. want.,
the people .of the captive na-
tions to know that we are here «1‘
-and thinking of them.” i
. They.seemed to be in.shock,
still, from the charges made
against them at the tnmo of the

]
4
' Jfungarian revolution, that they { |
i incited the revolution ‘through |
1

-~

JAheir broadcasts and balloon
leaflets and then failed to come
- to the assistance of the fr ccdom :
¢ Lighters, . ) '
They were most vehement n

e

' their denial of these  charges
> gdespite the fact that this has
i never been an issue between us,
I have never referred.to.those-
charge$ or . given them.. eirgui- -
© Iation, either. in the, pxmfcd o,
' spol(cn woxd .

) o :"_,o .

ON THE SUBJECT.of Fletchs :
er Bartholomew, the Freed
Europe meteorologlst who was f

- spivited back  to the ,United
. States strapped to a stretcher as '
~" @ mental case, after he had

turned in a report that was criti- 3

cal of one of his superiors, I was |

provided with the following .as,
. ‘the official, considered ana)vsy
, "of Free Tmope '
“On July 27, 1956, the Ameri-
_can Consul General (in Munich)
. after discussion with Mr.- Bar- A
tholomew and after the request | § made of it.
of Free Europe.Committee, rec ; g .
gommended to the appropriale ' ¥ BUT THIS is incidental. Whati

The fact that Mr. Bartholo-|
mew was incarcerated illegally,
-4 against his will and the profests!
13 of his friends and without the!
knowledge of his wife, seems:
. unimportant; No mention s

. 2

smilitary authorities that Mr.-  {roubles me is the lack w-anyd
Bartholomew be given a medi- ; “yeal gatterm or- plan-of propas]
cal examinalion.. This was ar- ;... ganda. I wanted to know, plopa-'i
ranged ihrough a United States ¢~ - ganda for what? Fleedom‘7 The!
Army Catholic chaplain known * - poss1ble interpretations of -that]
1o Mr. Bartholoméw. - o word in the Free Europe lex-;
C 3 i “Competent Army medical ¥ . &con, are broad enough to cover!
authorities diagnosed an illness ¢ &imost. anything in actual oper- i

" which in their opinion required .. &tional broadcasting.
evacuation of Mr. Bartholomew % | X was hoping for some - speci'
to the Unlted States. This was-\ Zlcs.  Without them, even ‘the’
done In the interests of Mr. ': %);lozulc&stexs themselves have no;
Bartholomew himself, the ", ¥ owledge of “hat they re try-
United States Government and ! § Ing to-do.
* ¥ree Europe Con’)ml{tee A h (© 1938, by King Features Synd., Inc) 2
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